SOCIETY
CONTINUES TO

4row Young Artists

by Jim Cronin
Courant News Writer

The Copley Society of Art, the country's
oldest nonprofit arts association, has contin-
ued Irs original mission of supporting . young
painters through student art shows.

Locared ar 158 Newbury Street, the arts
organization was created in 1879 by members
of the first oraduating class of the School of
the Museum of Fine Arts who sought to retain
the ties they had formed and o help each
wther i their strugeles to becomie successtul
Ariists.

Their goal was to supplement the academic
training of the Museum Schoal; vo assisy their
members in their artistic careers, to cultivate
spirie of fraremity: among arvises, and o pro-
mote the inrerests of arc in the City of Boston.

The early days of the Boston Art Students'
Association (BASA), the original name of
the Copley Society, included lectures on
prominent artists, art history seminars, and
demonstrations on techniques in painting and
drawing.

In 1891, BASA membership no longer
required an affiliation with the Museum

School, and was opened to patrons as well as
active artists, By 1892, the Association
claimed 416 members.]

In 1897, 100 masterpieces were shown,
including works by artises like Coror, Reynolds
and Van Dycl. In 1898, the Modemn Painters
Exhibition brought works by the French
Impressionists to Boston. Then, in 1899, the
“lohn Singer Sarpent Exhibidion” opened to
news arricles calling him the greacese living
portmait painter in America,

In 1901, BASA decided that the organiza-
tion was more’ than studenc-oriented, and
changed ity name to the f_-.'upil_".' Society of
Boston in honor of John Singleton Copley,
ane of America’s carliest noved painters.

Under irs new name; the Copley Sociery
devored fself tooa browder support of the: wms
through educational. programs and special
artistic events, a5 well as exhibivnons of mem-
bers' works. By 1913, the suciety was preparing
o show “The International Exhibition of
Modern At in its galleries, which introduced
modemism to Boston by presenting works by
European artists like Kandinsky, Picasso and
Van Gogh.?

Today, the Copley Society claims more than
500 arcist ‘members
participating  in  as
many as 20 exhibitions
each year. Artist meém-
bership is based on
competitive  review,
juried exhibitions and
a professional ereden-
tialing system, offering
artists the opportunity
for further distinetion. -

The society i
holding its  20th
annual student exhibi-
tion through Saturday,
February 28, with work
from students actend-
ing insticutions like
the  Massachusetts
College of Arc and
Design, the New
England Schoal of
Photography and the
Art  Institute  of
Bostan,

“We promote artists
at all stages of their
careers,” said Susan
Redgate, executive
director of the Copley
Society. “We have
people who are mid-
life who ... decide to
devote themselves to
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Copley Sociery of Art Executive Divector Susan Redgate their arc.”

Artwork in the Stident Show
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