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PHOTOGRAPHS :
REVEAL HUMANITY'S
SHARED EXPERIENCE

STFOEY EBY BETH PERDUE
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ers glimpies into people od
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A former attorney wh it Laking photographs around
wi began nurt uring his
il ana-
inkern, the declsion o express hlmsell in a new way brases

VG

5 life.
It was v

e I

mary for me i g lot of ways® he said. "It
has been transformative =~ like & sec
Emportantit’s been”

Hh his careers, working to expand his

¢ o practice Bo-His gal

¥ o bimvagies inclucde scemes from s far awa @i aand
laly as well as shits from the Western US, and cdloser to his Ca
lisliz, Muss -home

H B ity Sockety and has bad
numnerous shows there, Locally, he has shown ut Tiverton's Galler ¥
£ velere he recently wrapped oy an exhibii'of his iimirges from Mo-
BOCCG,

Perbaps because his decision to become an artist was such a life:
changimg wrk seerns fovwallkthe edpe of deep ernidioal
cavernd, iwiling viewers o dive down with him inlo qutlities ik
conipassinn inl peacelnlness,

"1 bavee this opportiity 10 open little windows; You see things
thal are just wonderful moments in preople’s lives: you see the hi
maty in people o matter who they are™ hie said.
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a comment he
nsightful.
"1 thank e spot on. T think youlne
seetmy bothy” he sakd.

sk, o Inearts aned somls speaks
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v it recend w et have o messagy for his andience.
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York, and spent nearly 340 y nted to do and now

working as a lawyer and rais ol polng to
A Minutes  Eater,
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your life, what you apply yourseIf
1o and work at, no more and no
58, he said “Its not up to
me, God. 1 put opportunilies in
front of you and you do what you
need to do. [ don’t control all that;
you plck and choose”

What he decided he wanted 1o
do-was express his creative side.

After choosing  photography
as . the medium, Jin spent sev-
eral years learning the technical
aspects of the camera, studying
with photographers he admired
and developing his vision. Slowing

he began paining confidence in
his work and showing his photo-
graphs outside his immediate cir-
cle of family and friends,

When he takes photos, he looks
for three things, he said
thit, color and gesture
Light, he sadd, bs the real subject
of every photograph.

“You're photographing  light
that’s bouncing off of things,
you're not photographing things,”
he sabd, “Its the light that makes
the pleture; ii's not the thing that
makes the picture”

Color has been a true love since
e studied studio art as an under
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graduate at Colgate University.

And, e said, “The kst element
s gesture, A pesture can mean a log
of things; it doesnl just mean how
somebody’s hand ks raised. Its an
element of encrgy. There is some-
thing that hooks vou into this im-
ape and gets your attention”

One of Jims Moroccan images
illustrates this concept well, It's
ol 4 116-year-old Momocan man
who, he told Jim, has a combined
73 children and grandchildren

Jim met the man in Marmekesh
when he wandered beyond tourist
borders and wos invited to jainin a
conversation while enjoying bread
dipped in olive oil with mint ea.

‘Th.n':.' 16t me jain and we chat-
ted {with some) bad French, a
smattering of English and a smal-
tering of Arshic” he sid, Tt wasa
h|g|‘||i it of the I;ip for me

The photograph is a close-up

of the man® face whose expres-
sban has a jm'\nn.-\.. almost won-
droars quality with his hand raised

in front of his face as if describlog
something. =

“Look how alive he 5 [im zaid,
adcding that he sent the man a copy

ol the photo.

"It was just & very, very nice moment where a guy

from one culture could get to sit with a gay from an-
ather culiure, share some storses, and talk as men do,”
e caid,

Before has artistic pursuit Jim had never traveled
bevond the East Coast; bul, now hie as been to Ladia,
China, Mexico, Europe and mare. He's gotten 1o know
a 116-year-old Arab man, fought a bull in a Mexican
training ring. and watched Chinese fishermen send
trained cormorants into walers 1o calch fish for thelr
fimilies,

1 fieel like 1 inhabit my life mose fully than T ever
did” e s,

In a statement he wrote about his goaks a8 a pho

tographer, [im wrote, he intends to “phatograph hiovw
the ordinary reveals the extroordinary {and) to see the
infimite openings in the workd, ©

“That’s what this is for me. Its just an utter joy” he
sabd. "1 just enjoy the process. T've gotten to travel so
many places and learn g0 much, all beconse of this
gifi”
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